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Subje~t Preferences £[ Fifth Grade Children 
"Subject Preferences of Fifth Grade Children" is a 
cooperative study in which a number of graduate students 
have contributed to the total research project. It was 
facilitated through the cooperation of the New England School 
Development Council. This thesis is one of the studies in 
the project. Those completed and filed as graduate studies 
in June and August, 1948 were: 
l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
a. 
Subject Preferences in the Fifth Grade by Helen c. 
Blanchard · - -
The Reliabilit; of the Check List used in the Study 
eyFrancis L. hompS'Oii - -- - -
An Analysis of Sex Differences in Fifth-Grade 
crhildren*s Preferences for SchoO! Subjects by 
Eleanor M. Skahill ---
Preferences for Content, Skills, and Aesthetic 
Subjects !g Five Communities by Ado Commito 
Children's Evaluation£!~ Difficulty 2£ ~­
Liked School Subjects by Katherine M. Kinsley 
Children's Evaluation of ~ Difficultx of Disliked 
School Subjects by ESther M. Sullivan 
An Analysis of Fifth-Grade Pupils' Subject Prefer-
ences in Relation to Their Teachers' Preferences 
'5'y Helen M. Sprague 
~~ Morale Classrooms in the Subject Preference 
S u z by George H. ~ngleiby--
An Analysis of the Influences of Intelligence and 
Age bifferences u~oE Fifth-Grade Chi-ldren's PreTe'r-
ences for School u jects by William L. ~arley, J"r. 
10. An Analysis of the Influence of Achievement on 
Preference "for Rea"din~ aha Ar'i'tbinetic by MarY'"'E. 
Cusack --- ---
11. Differences in Subject Preferences of High-Achieve-
ment Readers-and Low-Achievement _Readers by George 
H:"Gararier --
12. An Analysis of the Subject Preferences of 3,403 
TElra, FourtE; Firth, and "Sixth Grade ~ils in the 
Public Schoo!s 2£ QuinC;f; Massachusettsy Francrs-
D. Mills 
13. Techniques ~ Practices Used !..£ Twentz. Social 
Studies Olasarooms by William A. Wolffer 
AN ANALYSIS OF SEX DIFFERENCES 
IN FIFTH- GRADE CHILDREN'S PREFERENCES 
FOR SCHOOL SUBJECTS 
Statem.ent of the problem. It was the purpose of this 
study (1) to determine the presence or absence of sex 
differences in fifth-grade children's preferences for school 
subjects and (2) to ascertain the order of preference in 
which school subjects were placed by the sexes. 
Importance of the stud:y . Children are likely to profit 
most from the school activities in which they are most in-
terested . Many investigations have been made concerning the 
interests of elementary school children within each subject-
matter area itself. Few studies, none of statistical sig-
nificance, have been made concerning the over-all subject-
matter preferences of the typical elementary-school pupil. 
For instru1ce, in what order of preference do fifth-grade 
boys and girls place the school subjects? Are sex differ-
ences in preference evident at the fifth-grade level? The 
desire for information on these questions resulted in the 
present study of sex differences as shown by children's 
preferences among the various school subjects. 
Little has been written in regard to the prevalence 
of sex dif f erences in subject-matter preferences of ele-
mentary school children. The investigations of'pupils' 
1_ 
1 
likes and dislikes that have been made are not models of 
scientific research and the resulting conclusions should 
not be viewed uncritically . 
Several early studies2 of elementary-school children's 
preferences for school subjects were made in Germany, Sweden, 
England, and the United States. There are exceptions, but 
the conclusions from all studies place the two abstract 
subjects, arithmetic and history, as universal educational 
interests among elementary school children with penmanship 
and language most universally disliked. 
Thorndike3 reviewed the studies of educational prefer-
ences among school children generally and came to the 
conclusion that arithmetic stood relatively high. 
A more recent study4 to discover what subjects children 
__ preferred was made by Ethel E. Holmes, in Denver, Colorado. 
1 Edward L. Thorndike , The Ps!chology of Arithmetic (New 
York: The Macmillan Company , 1924 , p.209. 
2 Douglas Fryer , The Measurement of Interests (Henry Holt 
and Company, Inc., 1931), p . 338. 
3 Op . cit • .. 
4 Ethel E. Holmes , "School Subjects ~Preferred by Children~ 
Sixteenth Yearbook of the National Education Association, 
Department of Elementary School Principals.(Washington,D.C.; 
National Education Associat ion, 1937), pp. 336-344. 
·2 
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Adequate statistical procedures were not employed in this 
study, but it is of interest to note that i,n the fj_fth- grade 
,J 
the first three choices of the children diring the first 
half-year were arithmetic, art, and reading. During the 
second hs.lf'-year the first three choices were arithmetic, 
reading, and art respectively 
Method of procedure . The data used in this study were 
obtained fr om the results of the preference questionnaire 
which was given to 13,483 fifth-grade children in sixty-five 
towns and cities of New bngland. The entire population by 
whom the questionnaire was completed was used. The prefer-
ence s of boys and girls were tabulated separately according 
to sex. Only first , second , and third choices were used . 
Upon classification of the data, as stated above, the 
total numbers and percentages of first, second, and third 
choices for each school subject were established for the 
boys and for the girls. The nwnber and percentages for the 
combined choices were also found . These percentages were 
then analyzed to determine any statistically significant 
differences occurring between the preferences of the boys 
and the preferences of the girls. 
Wert5 describes a difference as statistically significant 
when it is a practical certainty that the difference is too 
5 James E. Wert, Educational Sta ti s tics (New York: 
McGraw Hill Book Company , Inc., 1938), p.l45. 
3 
great to be attributed to the fluctuations of sampling. 
To det ermine a significant difference in this study the 
critical r at io between the differences of the percentages 
was used. The formula which was used to find the critical 
ratio was as follows: 
p 
-
u 
... 
1 2 
CR = 
SE Diff 
p 
1 
p 
-2 
The s tandard error of the difference between the percent -
ages v1as found by using this formula : 
=
\ 2 2 SE Diff  SE , t SE ., 
P P Pl r2 l 2 . 
'l'he standard errors of percent ages for the varying 
number of cases were obtained from Edgerton's tables . 6 
In this study only critical ratios of . tbree or more were 
accepted as statistically significant . 
7 In using the critical ratio for analyzing data Wert says: 
Whenever this r atio is unity , the chances are 68 in 
100 that the difference is too great to be the result of 
s ampling fluctuations; 1Nhenever this ratio is two , the 
chances are 95 out of 100 t hat the difference is ~oo great 
6 Harold A. . Edger ton and Donald G. Paterson, "Table of 
Standard Errors and Probable Errors of Percentage s for Varying 
Numbe~r.s of Cases, 11 Journal of Applied .esychology, Vol.X , Sep-
ternber, 1926. 
7 Op . cit. , p . l45. 
·4 
to be the result of sampling fluctuations; and whenever 
the ratio is three or more, it is a practical certainty 
that the difference is too great to be the result of 
sampling fluctuations. 
Analysis of the data. The numbers and percentages of the 
children's first, second, and third choice preferences for 
school subjects ~~d the numbers and percentages of the total 
first three choices are shown on Table I. 
The total number of boys in this study is 6, 932 and the 
total number for .the girls is 6,551. Wherever percentages for 
boys' and girls' choices are found herein, they are based on 
these two figures with the except ion of the percentages 
determined on the three choices added together. The percent-
ages for the tota l of the first three choices were derived 
from the base figures of 20,796 for the boys and 19,653 for 
the girls. These figures represent the number of choices 
expressed in making three choices by 6,932 boys and6:,55L girls. 
Table II shows the subjects listed in order of prefer -
ence according to the totals of the three choices. Reading 
and arithmetic are the first and second preferences 
respectively for both the boys and the girls . Language is 
placed as least preferred by both groups . 
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TABLE I 
NUMBERS AND PERCENTAGES OF CHILDREN'S FIRST, SECOND, AND 
THIRD CHOICES BY SUBJECT AND SEX 
(6 1 932 Boys and 6 1 551 Girls) 
Choice 
Subject Sex s II 
Per Per Per Per I 
No. cent No. cent No. cent No. cent I 
I 
(l) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) I 
!Reading B 1529 22.06 1038 14.97 1071 15.45 3638 I 17.49 11 
I! G 1531 23.37 1051 16.04 957 14.61 3539 18.01 
,, 
/Ari tbmetie B 1597 23.04 1123 16.20 790 11.40 3510 16 .sa ,, 
G 1401 21.39 988 15.08 912 13.92 3301 l 6.so I, 
.,Lang;u.age B 30 .43 94 1.36 127 1.83 251 l.2l JI" 
G 46 .70 147 2.24 194 2.96 387 1.97 JI 
i! Pernnanship B 99 1.43 198 2.86 256 3.69 553 2.66 jl 
!spelling : 
159 2.43 282 4.30 344 5.25 785 
3.9
9
11 516 7.44 1069 15.42 826 11.92 2411 11.59 ,, 
G 752 11.48 1232 18.81 961 14.67 2945 14.98 I 
!Geography B 192 2.77 320 4.62 377 5.44 889 4.27 
I G 110 1.68 176 2.69 244 3.72 530 2.70 
I 
History B 343 4.95 531 7.66 531 7.66 1405 6.76 1 
G 186 2.84 297 4.53 348 5.31 831 4.23 1 
·Social B 299 4.31 356 5.14 363 5.24 1018 4.90j 
studies G 138 2.11 193 2.95 224 3.42 555 2.82 , 
Drawing B 1286 18.55 941 13.57 945 13.63 3172 15,251 
I G 1103 16.84 894 13.65 706 10.78 2703 13.75 1 
I 
I Music B 421 6.07 606 8.74 776 11.19 1803 8.67 j I G 820 12.52 882 13.46 1089 16.62 2791 I 14.201 
I B 425 6.13 421 6.07 547 7.89 1393 6.7o l !Science 
G 184 2.81 229 3.50 280 4.27 693 3.531! 
Health Ed. B 195 2.81 235 3.39 323 4.66 753 3.6211 
G 121 1.85 180 2.75 292 4.46 593 3.02 1 
r 
j= ~---==--
I 
\\ 
I 
I 
II 
Order 
(1) 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
7 
TABLE II 
SUBJECTS IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE ACCORDING TO COMBINED 
FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD CHOICES 
I 
BOYS GIRLS I I 
Per Per I 
Subject No. cent Subject No. cent 
(2) (3} ( 4) (5} (6} (7} 
Reading 3638 17.49 Reading 3539 18.01 
Arithmetic 3510 16.88 Arithmetic 3301 16.80 
Drawing 3172 15.25 Spelling 2945 
. 14.98 1 
Spelling 2411 11.59 Music 2791 14.20 
Music 1803 8.67 Drawing 2703 13.75 
History 1405 6.76 History 831 I 4.23 1 
Science 1393 6.70 Pernnanship 785 3.99 
Soc. Studies 1018 4.90 Science 693 3.53 
Geography 889 4.27 Health 593 3.02 
Health Ed. 753 3.62 Soc. Studies 555 2.82 
Penmanship 553 2.66 Geography '530 2.7o i1 
Language 251 1.21 Language 38'7 1.97 11 
I 
I 
I 
! 
I 
I 
I 
.I 
I 
There is no significant difference between the first 
and second subject preferences of either the boys or the 
girls when the first three choices are added together. Table 
III shows a comparison of the first and second subject 
preferences as indicated by the totals of the first three 
choices. 
TABLE III 
COMPARISON OF FIRST AND SECOND SUBJECT PREFERENCES 
COMBINED FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD CHOICES 
Subject 
(1) 
Reading 
Arithmetic 
Reading 
Arithmetic 
Sex 
(2) 
B 
G 
Per 
cent 
{3) 
17.49 
16.88 
18.01 
16.80 
SE 
(4) 
Diff. SE 
in Diff. 
Per 
cent 
(5) 
.61 
1.21 
(6) 
.4243 
.4243 
CR 
(7) 
1.44 
Ament the boys the per cent difference between reading 
and aritlmletic of .61 is not significant. The critical 
ratio of 1.44 shows that there are 85 chances in 100 that 
this is a true difference in favor of reading. 
Among the girls the per cent difference between reading 
and arithmetic of 1.21 is not significant. The critical 
ratio of 2.85 shows that there are 99 chances in 100 that 
this is a true difference in favor of reading. 
Table IV presents a comparison of sex differences in 
subject preferences as indicated by the combined first~ 
1 
8 
second, and third choices. 
In reading, the per cent difference of .52 is not sig-
nificant. The critical ratio of 1.22 indicates that there are 
77 chances in 100 that this is a true difference in favor of 
the girls. 
J' In aritbmetic 1 the per cent difference of .08 is not 
I significant. The critical ratio of .19 shows that there are 
only 15 chances in 100 that this is a true difference in 
-~ 
II 
favor of t he boys. 
It is to be noted that statistically significant differ-
ences in favor of the boys were found in geography, history, 
social studies, art, science, and health education. 
statistically significant differences in favor of the 
girls were found in language, penmanship, spelling and music. 
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TAB~ IV I 
SEX DIFFERENCES IN SUBJECT PREFERENCES OF FIFTH-GRADE li CHILDREN AS INDICATED BY COMBINED FIRST, SECOND, I AND THIRD CHOICES I 
I 
... I 
Per Per 
I subject Sex cent SE cent SE Diff'. CR 
Diff. 
. (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) ( 6) (7) 
Reading B 17.49 ' .3 
G 18.01 .3 .52 .4243 1.22:: 
' 
Arithmetic B 16.88 .3 .o8 .4243 .19 
G 16.80 .3 
Language B 1.21 .1 
G 1.97 .1 .76 .1414 5.38 
Penmanship B 2.66 .1 
G 3.99 .1 1.33 .1414 9.41 
Spelling B 11.59 .2 
G 14.98 .3 3.39 .3606 9.40 
Geography B 4.27 .1 1.57 .1414 11.10 
G 2.70 .1 
' 
History B 6.76 .2 2.53 .2236 11.31 
G 4.23 .1 
Social B 4.90 .2 2.08 .2236 9.30 
Studies G 2.82 .l 
Art B 15.25 .2 1.50 .2828 5.30 
G 13.75 .2 
Music B 8.67 .2 
G 14.20 .2 5.53 .2.828 19.55 
Science B 6.70 .2 3.17 .2236 14.18 
G 3.53 .1 
Health B 3.62 .1 .60 .1414 4.24 
~ I 
~=-- '=t==-" --= 
I ; 
' 
TABLE V 
SUBJE CTS I N ORDEH OF PREFERENCE ACCORDING TO FIRST CHOICES 
' OF 6932 BOYS AND 6551 GIRLS 
::" 
:c'OYS n : rt>T o "-"'.J... .Ll ..i-J0 
-----··,---~------~---·-·----~-..-.-- ----·-
E:.ub j e ct iJo . .c·er Su b j e c t 1Jo . f er (_'iT-~ !~)~;_;~[{ e; e n t cent 
-- .. --- ·- · 
-- - - ···.- -.. ·------ -- ---------· __ __.. ______ ___ 
( l ) ' ") \ .:, J r' ) .:; ( 4 ) (5) ( 6) ( 'l ) 
1 __ ri tbmetic 1597 23.04 Reading 1531 23 . 37 
2 Readi ng 1529 22 .06 Ar ithmetic 1401 21 . ~9 
3 .Art 1286 :1.8 . 55 JJ,.rt 1103 16.84 
4 s -)elling 516 7.44 Music 8 20 12.52 
5 Science 425 6 .13 Spelling 7 52 11.48 
6 Music 421 6 . 07 Histox•y 186 2.84 
7 History 343 4.95 Science 184 2.81 
8 Soc . Studies 299 4.31 Pen.ma nsh ip 159 2 . 43 
9 He a l th Edu. 195 2 . 81 Soc .Studies 138 2 . 11 
10 Geography 192 2.77 Health Edu. 121 1.85 
11 .Penmanship 99 1 .. 43 Geography 110 1.68 
12 Language 30 . 43 Language 46 . 70 
Table V pre sents the subjects listed i n order of 
preference ac cording to first choices only. Ar· i tbmetic was 
0iven first p l a ce amone the boys I c'c.o ices. Reading i.s the 
first choice of the girls. La nguage is again _;)l aced a t 
the end of the l ist by both boys and girls . 
Tab l e VI shows a compar ison of the two subjects p l aced 
i n f:lrst and second p l aces according to first ch o ices only. 
. f "'St n Un!ve~it) 
'" - .ool C' Educa :on 
' ., L.':r.; ,y 
I 
\: 
i\ t1 
L 
I 
I 
I 
jl 
li 
'I 
,I 
TABLE VI 
COI~ARISON OF FIRST AND SECOND SUBJECT PREFERENCES 
AS INDICATED BY FIRST CHOICES ONLY 
Per Per SE 
Subject Sex cent SE cent Diff. 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
Arithmetic B 23.04 .5 .98 .7072· 
Reading 22.06 .5 
Reading G 23.37 .5 1.98 .7072 
Arithmetic 2~.39 .5 
OR 
(7) 
1.39 
2.80 
The per cent difference of .98 between arithmetic and 
reading as chosen by the boys is not significant. The 
critical ratio of 1.39 shows that there are 83 chances in 
100 that this is a true difference in favor of arithmetic. 
The per cent difference of 1.98 between reading and 
arithmetic as chosen by the girls is not significant. The 
critical ratio of 2.80 shows that there are 99 chances in 
100 that this is a true difference in favor of reading. 
Table VII presents a comparison of sex differences in 
subject preferences as indicated by first choices only. 
In reading, the per cent difference of 1.31 is not sig-
nificant. The critical ratio of 1.85 shows that there are 
93 chances in 100 t hat this is a true difference in favor 
of th_e girls. 
In arithmetic, the per cent difference of 1.65 is not 
I 
I 
I 
1: I 
il 
-~ 1gnificant. The critical ratio of 2.33 shows that there are !' 
I 98 chances in 100 that this is a true difference in favor Jl 
II 
I
I 
In art, the per cent difference of 1.71 is not signifi-
of the boys. 
1 
il 
[I ,, 
cant. The critical ratio of 2.42 shows that there are 98 
chances in 100 that this is a true difference in favor of 
the boys. I 
I 
It is to be noted that · statistically significant differ- i 
I 
ences in favor of the boys were found in geography, history, .1 
social studies, science, and health education. 
In language, the per cent of .43 Which represents the 
percentage of boys making language a first choice is so 
small that in using the Edgerton tables no critical ratio 
could be found between the boys' and girls• choices. 
TABLE VII 
SEX DIFFERENCES IN SUBJECT PREFERENCES OF FIFTH-GRADE 
CHILDREN AS INDICATED BY FIRST CHOICES 
I 
! 
.3 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Subject 
(1) 
Penmanship 
Spelling 
Geography 
History 
Social 
Studies 
Art 
Music 
Science 
Health 
Sex 
(2) 
B 
G 
B 
G 
B 
G 
B 
G 
B 
G 
B 
G 
B 
G 
B 
G 
TABLE VII 
(concluded) 
Per 
cent 
(3) 
1.43 
2.43 
7.44 
11.48 
2.77 
1.68 
4.31 
2.11 
18.55 
16.84 
6.13 
2.81 
SE 
(4) 
.1 
.1 
.2 
.2 
Per 
cent 
Diff. 
(5) 
1.00 
1.09 
2.11 
2.20 
1.71 
6.45 
SE 
Diff. 
(6) 
.2:236 
.so 
.2828 
.3606 
.2828 
.7072 
.50 
.3606 
cR 
(7) 
4.47 
a.o8 
2.42 
12.90 
B 2.81 .z .96 .2828 3.39 j 
G 1.85 .2 I ==-=~-=====-=~==:s:s:a::-=========-==~========::::s==::::s::===-== I 
I 
.. 
Conclusions. The conclusions reached in this study are 
I 
I 
found in the following charts. Chart I shows sex differ-
ences in preferences according to critical ratios determined 
from combined first, second, and third choices. Chart II 
shows sex differences in subject preferences according to 
critical ratios derived from first choices only. 
II 
" 
I! 
I 
I, 
T 
,, It will be noticed that, according to combined first, 
II 
II 
r 
I 
I 
II 
second, and third choices, six subjects show statistically 
signif icant differences in favor of t he boys and four sub-
jects show statistically s ignificant differences in favor of 
the girls. Boys favor geography , history, social studies., art, 
science, and health education over the girls. Girls favor 
language, penmanship, spelling and music over the boys. 
According to critical ratios der i ved from first choices 
only there are five subjects showing statistically signifi-II 
II 
. 'I cant d ifferences in favor of 
I the girls. Boys show greater 
the boys and three in favor of I 
preference for geography, h isto:cy; 'I 
I 
I 
I 
11 
I 
. ! 
I' 
.I 
II 
j! 
I' 
II 
-==i 
social studies, science, and he a lth education. Girls show 
greater preference for penmansh ip, spelling and music. 
CHART I 
CRIT ICAL RA'l'IOS DERIVED FROM COMB I NED F IRST, SEC OND , AND 
THIRD CHOICES I N SUBJ'BCT PR,EFERENCES 
I N F lJ.VOR O:F' BOYS I N FAVOR OF GIRLS Crit. Ratios~~~~~~~~~------------~~~~~~~~~~ 
3 .0 
or 
more 
Crit.Ratios 
2 .• 0.-2.9 . 
Geography 
History 
Social Studies 
Art 
Science 
Health Edu . 
None 
None 
Language 
Penmanship 
Spelling 
Music 
None 
None 
I 
I 
II 
Grit .Ratios Arithmetic None II 
.• 9 or less 
1 ~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~ 
---~=4~==-=-=-==================~==-~~-=-==================~====== 
I 
'I 
I• 
I 
I 
'I 
f 
CHAR'r II 
UHITICAL RATIOS D:GR IVED FROM FIRS'.r CHOICES 
IN SUBJ~CT PREFERENCES 
Crit . Di f' f . 
3 . 0 or 
mor e 
Crit.Di f f. 
2 . 0..:;2-.g 
Crit . Diff . 
1.0-1 . 9 
I N FAVOR OF BOYS 
Geography 
History 
Social Studies 
Science 
Health Ectu . 
Ari tiline t ic 
Art 
:done 
IN FAVOR OF GI RLS 
Pe runanship 
Spell ing 
Iviusi c 
None 
Reading 
\"fuen a comparison is made between critical ratios 
derived from combined f i r s t , second, and third choices 
(see Chart I) and critical ratios determined from first 
choices only (see Chart II ), statistically significant 
d ifferences in favor of tl~ boys were found in both ins tances 
in geography, history , social studies , science , and health 
education. The girls showed statis tically significant ,~Qiffer• 
ences over boys for penmanship , spelling, and music. This 
comparison of significant diff erences is shown in Chart III . 
CH./!.RT III 
S':PATJ.:S'l'ICALLY SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES IN SUBJECT PREFERENCES 
AS SHOWN BY COMPAR ISON OF CRITICAL RAT IOS DERIVED 
FROM FIRST CHOICES ANTI PROM COMBI:NED FIRST SE-
COND, A:ND THI RD CHOICES 
IN FAVOR OF BOYS IN FAVOR OF GIRLS 
---------------- ·- -- - ----------------·----
Crit . Ratios 
3.0 or 
more 
Ge ography 
Hi story 
Social Studies 
Sc ience 
Health Edu . 
fenmanship 
Spelling 
Music 
--- ------ ----·- ----- --- --------
A d ifference i n favor of the girls is shown in r eading 
both on Chart I and on Chart II , ho·wever the differences are 
not significant. The smne is true of aritrunetic, which shows 
a non- s i gnificant difference 'in f avor of the boys. 
Boys showed a statistically significant difference over 
gi r ls :tn preference for art when the critical ratio was found 
on the combined first , second, and third choices . This sig -
nificance was not true, ho·wever, when the critical ratio was 
based on first choices alone. 
Girls showed a statistically significant difference over 
boys in preference for language wien the critical ratio was 
found on the combined first , second, and third choi c es . How-
ever, on the basis of first choices alone, the percentage of 
boys choosing .language as a first choice (see Table VII) was 
so small that no critical ratio of the difference of the 
percentages was found. 
I 
I 
As to the subjects most frequently chosen as a first , 
second, or third choice , reading and arithmetic were mos t 
popular among both boys and girls of the fifth grade . 
Language was least liked by both. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FDR'rHER RESEA.RCH 
1. A fo llow-up study in the sixth grade to determine the 
stability of children's preferences. 
2. A similar study repeated in the f' ith grade using a 
questionnairw with the same items arranged in different 
sequence to determine whether the placement of reading 
and arit~rnetic at the be ginning of the present ques -
tionnaire had any influence on the placement of those 
two subjects as f.irst and second choices in this s tudy. 
3 . An investigation to determine why language is the least 
liked subject. 
